Great Lakes Water Quality Board. Report to the International Joint Commission on Great Lakes Water Quality 1980. Summary by Great Lakes Water Quality Board
University of Windsor 
Scholarship at UWindsor 
International Joint Commission (IJC) Digital 
Archive International Joint Commission 
1980-01-01 
Great Lakes Water Quality Board. Report to the International Joint 
Commission on Great Lakes Water Quality 1980. Summary 
Great Lakes Water Quality Board 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/ijcarchive 
Recommended Citation 
Great Lakes Water Quality Board (1980). Great Lakes Water Quality Board. Report to the International 
Joint Commission on Great Lakes Water Quality 1980. Summary. International Joint Commission (IJC) 
Digital Archive. https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/ijcarchive/252 
This SR is brought to you for free and open access by the International Joint Commission at Scholarship at 
UWindsor. It has been accepted for inclusion in International Joint Commission (IJC) Digital Archive by an 
authorized administrator of Scholarship at UWindsor. For more information, please contact 
scholarship@uwindsor.ca. 
    
1980 Report on Great Lakes Water Quality
Summary
  

 PREFACE
Table of Contents
Title
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
AQUATIC ECOSYSTEM QUALITY
MUNICIPAL PHOSPHORUS CONTROL
AGREEMENT PROGRESS
FIGURE 2 -
TABLE 5 -
TABLE 6 «
TABLE 7 -
TABLE 8 -
TABLE 11 -
Problem Areas 1979
Reported Municipal Phosphorus Loads in the
Lower Lakes Basin
Municipal Plants in the Lower Lakes
Over 38,000 m’/d (10 M60), 1979 Flow
Major Municipal Point Sources in the
Lower Lakes Basin Exceeding the 1 mg/L
Phosphorus Target
Municipal plants in the Upper Lakes
Over 38,000 m’ld (10 M60), 1979 Flow
Completion Dates in the 1978 Great Lakes
Hater Quality Agreement
Page
m
N
U
'
I
15
16
17
19
20
21
 Summary and Recommendations
INTRODUCTION
With this 1980 Report, the Board is providing the International Joint
Commission with a brief status report on the health of the Great Lakes eco-
system, an update on jurisdictional programs to meet the requirements of the
1978 Agreement, and a perspective on the current and future actions the Board
is undertaking to evaluate the effectiveness of such programs. The first
Biennial Report as called for by the1978 Agreement will be submitted in 1981.
ENVIQONMENTAL PROBLEMS
Throughout this report, the Great Lakes Water Quality Board draws atten—
tion
to t
he t
wo m
ajor
envi
ronm
enta
l pr
oble
ms
iden
tifi
ed i
n th
e 19
78 A
gree
ment
:
toxic substance contamination and accelerated eutrophication. The Board
cons
ider
s th
ese
prob
lems
to b
e “w
hole
lake“
in n
atur
e si
nce
each
affe
cts
all
the lakes in varying degrees of severity and intensity. Yet each "problem"
has
its
own
uniq
ue c
hara
cter
isti
cs a
nd i
ts o
wn p
oten
tial
to a
dver
sely
affe
ct
the chemical, physical and biological balance of the lakes.
Control technologies to abate these problems likewise vary greatly, not
only in terms of their maturity, but also in terms of their applicability.
For example, to address the problem of accelerated eutrophication, programs to
control direct phosphorus discharges from major municipal plants are consid-
ered technically feasible and are in place or planned. Yet. achievement of
the 1 mg/L phosphorus effluent limitation in the Lower Great Lakes still
vari
es a
mong
the
juri
sdic
tion
s.
Conv
erse
ly.
prog
rams
to c
ontr
ol t
he i
nput
of
toxi
c s
ubs
tan
ces
into
the
Gre
at
Lake
s a
re
hig
hly
com
ple
x a
s t
hey
mus
t b
e
desi
gned
to c
ontr
ol
not
one
subs
tanc
e.
but
pote
ntia
lly
thou
sand
s wi
th
ofte
n
dra
sti
cal
ly
dif
fer
ent
pro
per
tie
s a
nd
aris
ing
fro
m n
ume
rou
s a
ir,
wat
er
and
land
sources.
With
that
pers
pect
ive,
the
Boar
d p
rese
nts
a st
atus
repo
rt
on t
he r
espo
nse
of t
he G
reat
Lake
s e
cosy
stem
to p
hosp
horu
s an
d t
oxic
subs
tanc
e co
ntro
l m
ea-
sure
s.
The
rep
ort
also
dis
cus
ses
the
atm
osp
her
e a
s a
crit
ical
pol
lut
ant
sour
ce,
the
role
of s
urve
illa
nce,
prob
lem
area
s,
obje
ctiv
es,
and
data
qual
ity
and quantity concerns.
TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL
Public concern over the pervasive nature of toxic chemical pollution and
its
pote
ntia
l t
o ad
vers
ely
affe
ct
the
heal
th
and
well
bein
g of
both
aqua
tic
and
terr
estr
ial
spec
ies
(inc
ludi
ng m
an)
with
in t
he G
reat
Lake
s Sy
stem
has
been
the
driv
ing
forc
e fo
r nu
mero
us p
ast
reco
mmen
dati
ons
to t
he I
JC f
rom
both
the
Wate
r Qu
alit
y a
nd S
cien
ce A
dvis
ory
Boar
ds.
In r
espo
nse,
the
Part
ies
as w
ell
as the jurisdictions have undertaken numerous legislative and programmatic
initiatives. The Board has directed its newly created Toxic Substances
Cann
itte
e to
unde
rtak
e a
subs
tant
ive
eval
uati
on
of t
hese
curr
ent
and
plan
ned
toxi
c s
ubst
ance
cont
rol
prog
rams
to d
eter
mine
what
prog
ress
has
been
made
by
the
Part
ies
in f
ulfi
llin
g th
e re
quir
emen
ts o
f An
nex
12 o
f th
e Ag
reem
ent,
as
well
as t
o id
enti
fy d
efic
ienc
ies
in t
hese
prog
rams
so t
hat
corr
ecti
ve l
egis
-
lative or regulatory actions can be initiated.
L
_
_
_
_
_
.
A
_
_
,
c
_
_
_
_
_
_
,
_
s
 
The Toxic Substances Committee has prepared an Interim Report to the Board
whic
h re
comm
ends
a ma
nage
ment
fram
ewor
k fo
r ev
alua
ting
toxi
c su
bsta
nce
cont
rol
programs. As a first step in this evaluation, the Committee has compiled
detailed information on applicable legislation and programs and is proceeding
with its assessment. The Interim Report also displays the tasks which must be
completed for presentation in the 1981 Biennial Report. The Board is aware
that such an evaluation is a complex and time-consuming undertaking which will
require extensive cooperation and participation by the jurisdictions if it is
to be successful. It also notes, for evaluation purposes, that toxic sub-
stance control measures cannot easily or wisely be separated from overall
pollution control programs. The Board offers, as only one example of such
complexity, the fact that its Cannittee has already identified over 200 data
information systems currently operational within the basin.
The Board does conclude that there is evidence
that the Great Lakes ecosystem is responding to the
controls already in place.
For example, substantial reductions in organochlorine residues have been found
in small fish from Lakes Ontario and Erie. Similarly PCB, DDT and mirex
residues declined in herring gull eggs from both lower lakes in 1979. Declines
are also reported for herring gull eggs from Lake Huron and Lake Michigan
while declines in eggs from Lake Superior were not as significant as from the
other lakes. These declines represent decreased loads of contaminants into
the ecosystem.
The Board cautions, however, that these declines should not be interpreted
to mean that all necessary controls have been implemented.
In partinular, the Board is concerned about the
pollutants which enterthe system via the atmosphere.
For
exam
ple,
rece
nt s
tudi
es i
ndic
ate
that
atmo
sphe
ric
inpu
ts o
f PC
Bs r
epre
sent
a significant portion of the total input from all sources for Lakes Superior,
Michigan and Huron.
The Board is equally concerned about the hazardous
waste disposal issue and the lack of public acceptance
for the siting of such facilities.
EUTROPHICATION
Programs to control phosphorus inputs and hence abate accelerated eutro-
phication, particularly in the Lower Lakes, have been the corner stone of both
the 1972 and 1978 Agreements. The lakes have responded to those control
programs in the following manner:
Total and soluble phosphorus concentrations declined significantly in the
Detroit River between 1968 and 1979. Total phosphorus loads to Lake Erie have
declined from over 90,000 kg/d in 1968 to approximately 14,000 kg/d in 1979 (a
deCrease of 84%) due largely to the implementation of phosphorus control
programs in Detroit.
 Total phosphorus levels decreased slightly in Lake Ontario in 1979 as
compared with 1978 levels. In the nearshore areas between the Niagara River
and Oshawa, significant downward trends in phosphorus levels were measured
between 1967 and 1979, as a result of control programs implemented on the
Canadian sided
Programs to limit discharge of phosphorus to 1 mg/L (as recommended by the
Water Quality Board in 1976) at municipal plants on the Upper Lakes are also
underway. Significant declines of municipal phosphorus discharges into all
three upper lakes have been observed and are displayed in the section on .
Municipal Phosphorus Control.
But the Board notes that there still remains a number of municipal treat-
ment plants on Lakes Erie and Ontario which are not yet achieving 1 mg/L and
which have the potential to exceed the compliance deadlines of the 1978 Agree-
ment.
The Board strongly recommends that the IJC urge the
Governments to increase their efforts to ensure that
these plants meet their target effluent loads. Because
phosphorus loads still exceed the targets, the Board
also recommends, as it has in the past, that a phos‘
phate detergent limitation be adopted for those
portions of Ohio and Pennsylvania within the Great
Lakes Basin to assist in reducing phosphorus loads.
In contrast to the plants which are not yet meeting their phosphorus
target loads, the Board wishes to acknowledge and highlight the success of
those municipalities on the lakes which have not only achieved 1 mg/L but
which have in many cases consistently performed below 1 mg/L. A list of such
plants is contained in the Appendix.
SURVEILLANCE
The Board recommends that the IJC accept the
Great Lakes International Surveillance Plan, as
revised and published in November 1980, as satisfying
the requirements of Annex 11 of the Agreement.
The Board makes this recommendation with the strong conviction that the
Plan is. and must continue to be, viewed as a framework within which programs
can and should be modified to address changing priorities and new environ-
mental conditions.
The Board further concludes that the Great Lakes
surveillance findings have had an impact on remedial
programs and are necessary and essential to evaluate
the effectiveness of control measures.
PROBLEM AREAS
The Board has for several years reported to the IJC on specific geographic
areas within the Great Lakes Basin which do not meet Agreement objectives .
  
and/or jurisdictional standards. Within this report, the Board updates the
1978 Problem Area list with the addition of three new areas in Michigan:
Munising beach, Marquette beach and White Lake.
The Board wishes to advise the Commission that it will present a new
perspective on Great Lakes environmental problems in the 1981 Biennial Report.
This new approach will take into account the increase from 8 to 41 in specific
objectives, as well as the "ecosystem" or “whole lake" emphasis contained in
the 1978 Agreement. ‘
OBJECTIVES
During 1980, the Board undertook an analysis of Agreement Specific Objec—
tives and their impact on jurisdictional standards or objectives.
The Board is pleased to report that this review found
that Agreement Objectives have had a decided impact on
the water quality standards and objectives adopted by
both Canadian and United States jurisdictions.
DATA QUALITY AND QUANTITY
The basis for most of the information contained in this report and
previous Board reports is the data collected and analyzed by the jurisdictions
and the private sector scientific cunnunity. The quality and accuracy of that
data is critical for evaluating progress under the Agreement, for determining
compliance with regulations, and for making multi-million dollar control
program decisions.
The Board wishes to again advise the IJC of the
increasing resource constraints on all jurisdictions
in the areas of analytical capacity and capability.
The ever spiralling demands for complex organic analyses, sophisticated
equipment and skilled staff must be met or it will become increasingly more
difficult to provide timely and accurate information and control programs will
be hindered.
The Board also concludes that the assessment of
Great Lakes laboratory performance is an essential
part of the international surveillance program and it
recommends that additional resources be assigned by
all jurisdictions to quality assurance programs,
including the interlaboratory comparison effort.
And finally, the Board wishes to alert the Commission that present proce—
dures within the Hindsor Regional Office for handling the enormous amounts of
compliance and ambient water quality information appear to be less than
adequate. The Board is reviewing the matter and will be forwarding its
recannendations in the near future.
 
 1978 AGREEMENT
The Board outlines in the Agreement Progress section the progress of the
Parties in establishing programs to fulfill the objectives of the inter-
national Agreement. It also highlights some of the significant pollution
control issues and abatement program progress.
Aquatic Ecosystem Quality
In keeping with the ecosystem concept adopted in the 1978 Great Lakes
Water Quality Agreement, this section summarizes, on a lake by lake basis,
water quality issues as they relate to sediments, air and biota. Eutrophica—
tion is evaluated in terms of indicators of accelerated eutrophication brought
about by man—induced additions of nutrients, particularly phosphorus. Contam-
inants are discussed with particular emphasis on toxic substances and are
expressed as organic or inorganic residues not normally found in the system.
An update on whole lake water quality problems and specific local problem
areas is also provided.
BASIN OVERVIEW
The Water Quality Board, recognizing eutrophication and contamination to
be the key concerns in the Great Lakes aquatic ecosystem, established these
issues as highest priority in the implementation of the Great Lakes Inter-
national Surveillance Plan. From surveillance programs implemented in 1979,
the following represent the more significant findings:
CONTAMINANTS
General indications of declines of PCB, DDT and DDE have been found in
fish and gull populations throughout the basin, indicative of decreased
exposure of the biological community. In past reports, the Board noted
newly identifiedcompounds in the Great Lakes System. Although no new
compounds were reported this year, systematic, annual scans of fish and
gull eggs will continue in order to provide an early warning of the
occurrence of contaminants in the basin and specific localities within it.
There has been a substantial decrease in the concentrations of organo—
chlorine residues in a variety of species of small fish of Lakes Ontario
and Erie. Declines in PCB concentrations have ranged between 22% and 89%
in Lake Ontario fish samples and 60% and 89% in Lake Erie fish samples.
The general nature of this decrease in a variety of fish species implies a
decrease in input of organochlorides to the system.
Similarly PCB, DDT and mirex residues declined in herring gull eggs from
both lower lakes during 1979. Declines are also reported for Lake Huron
and Lake Michigan, although declines in Lake Superior were not as signif—
icant as in the other lakes. These declines also represent decreased
inputs of contaminants to the Great Lakes.
EUTROPHICATION
Al
th
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no
n-
co
ns
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ti
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tu
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or
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an
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ti
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in
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fe
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te
r
qu
al
it
y
of
re
ce
iv
-
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To
ta
l
ph
os
ph
or
us
le
ve
ls
in
La
ke
On
ta
ri
o
de
cr
ea
se
d
sl
ig
ht
ly
in
19
79
,
th
us
co
nt
in
ui
ng
th
e
tr
en
d
of
de
cl
in
in
g
le
ve
ls
ob
se
rv
ed
ov
er
th
e
la
st
de
ca
de
fo
r
the
wh
ol
e
lak
e.
Ph
os
ph
or
us
le
ve
ls
in
th
e
To
ro
nt
o
ne
ar
sh
or
ea
th
ou
gh
hi
gh
er
in
197
8,
ar
e
co
ns
is
te
nt
wi
th
th
e
lo
ng
te
rm
de
cr
ea
si
ng
tr
en
d;
The
lon
g
ter
m d
ecl
ine
in
pho
sph
oru
s
co
nc
en
tr
at
io
ns
in
the
To
ro
nt
o-
Ha
mi
l-
to
n—
Ni
ag
ar
a
Ri
ve
r
sh
or
e
zo
ne
of
La
ke
On
ta
ri
o
me
as
ur
ed
ov
er
th
e
pa
st
de
ca
de
is
imp
res
siv
e.
For
ins
tan
ce,
tot
al
ph
os
ph
or
us
me
as
ur
ed
in
To
ro
nt
o
Inn
er
Ha
rb
ou
r
has
de
cr
ea
se
d
fr
om
88
ug
/L
in
19
68
to
28
ug
/L
in
19
78
as
a r
es
ul
t
of remedial measures.
Tot
al
and
sol
ubl
e
pho
sph
oru
s
con
cen
tra
tio
ns
dec
lin
ed
sig
nif
ica
ntl
y
in
the
Det
roi
t
Riv
er
bet
wee
n
196
8
and
197
9.
Tot
al
ph
os
ph
or
us
loa
ds
to
Lak
e
Eri
e
hav
e d
ecl
ine
d
fro
m o
ver
90,
000
kg/
d
in
196
8 t
o
app
rox
ima
tel
y
14,
000
kg/
d
in
197
9
lar
gel
y b
eca
use
of
the
imp
lem
ent
ati
on
of
pho
sph
oru
s
con
tro
l
programs in Detroit.
PROBLEM AREAS
Wit
h t
he
sig
nin
g o
f t
he
197
8 W
ate
r Q
ual
ity
Agr
eem
ent
,
the
num
ber
of
spe
cif
ic
obj
ect
ive
s o
n w
hic
h p
rob
lem
are
as
are
bas
ed
wer
e i
ncr
eas
ed
fro
m 8
to
41.
The
nat
ure
of
the
add
iti
ona
l s
pec
ifi
c o
bje
cti
ves
is
suc
h t
hat
the
Boa
rd
pla
ns
to r
eas
ses
s t
he
pro
ble
m a
rea
con
cep
t t
o c
ons
ide
r s
yst
ema
tic
who
le
lake
pro
ble
ms.
The
Boa
rd
will
pre
sen
t a
new
per
spe
cti
ve
on
Gre
at
Lak
es
env
iro
nme
nta
l p
rob
lem
s i
n t
he
1981
Bie
nni
al
Rep
ort
to
the
Can
nis
sio
n.
In 1
979,
thre
e n
ew p
robl
em
area
s we
re i
dent
ifie
d by
the
Mich
igan
Depa
rt-
men
t o
f N
atur
al
Res
our
ces
.
Two
pro
ble
m a
reas
on L
ake
Sup
eri
or
hav
e b
een
rep
ort
ed
at
Mun
isi
ng
and
Mar
que
tte
bea
che
s b
eca
use
feca
l c
oli
fon
m a
nd
tot
al
col
ifo
rm
obj
ect
ive
s w
ere
exc
eed
ed.
A n
ew
pro
ble
m a
rea
was
als
o
iden
tifi
ed
on L
ake
Mich
igan
, a
t Wh
ite
Lake
, b
ecau
se o
f el
evat
ed
leve
ls
of
chl
ori
nat
ed
hyd
roc
arb
ons
in
wat
er,
fis
h a
nd
in
sed
ime
nts
.
A p
rob
lem
are
a r
epo
rte
d e
arl
ier
by
the
Wat
er
Qua
lit
y B
oar
d i
n L
ake
Ont
ari
o
at
the
Bay
of
Qui
nte
has
res
pon
ded
sig
nif
ica
ntl
y t
o e
utr
oph
ica
tio
n
con
tro
ls.
Lev
els
of
pho
sph
oru
s h
ave
dec
lin
ed
in t
his
are
a r
esu
lti
ng
in
dec
rea
sed
chl
oro
phy
ll,
tur
bid
ity
and
dec
rea
sed
tim
e w
her
e m
icr
o s
tra
ine
rs
wer
e r
equ
ire
d a
t t
he
Bel
lev
ill
e H
ate
r T
rea
tme
nt
Pla
nt.
Nev
ert
hel
ess
,
dis
sol
ved
oxy
gen
may
rem
ain
at
dep
res
sed
lev
els
for
som
e t
ime
bec
aus
e o
f
the long residence time of waters in the'Bay-of Quinte area.
 Municipal Phosphorus Control
The principal requirement of the 1972 Agreement with respect to eutro-
phication was the control of point sources of phosphorus
in the Lower
Lakes by
1975.
The International Joint Commission recommended to the Governments in
September 1976 that the 1 mg/L effluent limitation on all point source dis—
charges of phosphorus be extended throughout the entire Great Lakes System.
Pollution abatement programs
implemented in both countries
to control
phosphorus discharges include:
municipal sewage treatment plant construction
with phosphorus removal facilities for plants discharging more than 3800
ma/d or 1 M80 to the Lower Lakes, detergent phosphorus limitations in all
jurisdictions except the states of Pennsylvania and Ohio, and control of
industrial
sources.
The Board recommends to the International
Joint Commis-
sion that a phosphate detergent
limitation be adopted for those portions of
Ohio and Pennsylvania within the Great Lakes Basin to assist in achieving
target loads to Lake Erie.
LOWER LAKES
Municipal phosphorus loads in 1979 to Lakes Erie and Ontario are sub—
stantially lower than the 1972 load estimates (Table 5).
Canada was below the
1 mg/L target
for Lake Erie and slightly exceeded the target for Lake Ontario.
The United States loads have decreased substantially but still greatly exceed
the target loads for both lakes.
Decreased municipal loads to Lake Erie are
primarily a result
of phosphorus control
programs at Detroit which
account for
78% of this loading decrease.
Table 6 shows the phosphorus control performance of municipal treatment
plants discharging mare than 38,000 ma/d (10 MGD).
These are the largest
plants in the Lower Lakes basin and are responsible for most of the municipal
phosphOrus load to these lakes. Of this group, twelve out of twenty—seven
United States plants and twelve out of nineteen Canadian plants discharged
phosphorus at 0r below 1.0 mg/L.
Table 7 identifies the largest sources of
excess municipal phosphorus loads to the Lower Lakes. The estimated completion
dates for these and other facilities
in some cases extend
beyond the December
31, 1982 Agreement date.
Phosphorus discharge at 1 mg/L or less basinwide is
unlikely
before
all
major
construction
is
completed.
The level of compliance of all municipal dischargers in the Lower Lakes
with the 1.0 mg/L target can be found in the Appendix.
The
Hater Quality
Board notes that a nunber of municipalities are doing significantly better
than
the 1.0
mg/L
requirement for
the
Lower Lakes.
The
facilities
in both
Upper and Lower Lakes discharging less than 1 mg/L of phosphorus are listed in
the Appendix.
UPPER LAKES
While
the
1972 Agreement
did not
require
controls for
phosphorus
dis-
charges to the Upper Lakes,
the Water Quality Board
in 1976
recommended the
1.0 mg/L
phosphorus
effluent
limitation for municipalities
discharging
3800
ma/d
(1 MGD).
All
United States jurisdictions
require
this
level
of treat-
 ment. The Province of Ontario has imposed an 80% removal requirement on larger
facilities. Table 8 displays the phosphorus removal performance of the treat—
ment plants discharging 38,000 m3/d (10 M60) or more in the Upper Lakes.
These are the largest plants in the Upper Lakes basin and discharge most of
the municipal phosphorus load to the Upper Lakes. Muskegon County's land
application system performance is particularly noteworthy. Treated effluent
from the system averaged 0.06 mg/L total effluent phosphorus in 1979.
Agreement Progress
The 1978 Water Quality Agreement commits the United States and Canadian
Governments to develop and implement programs and other measures to fulfill
the purpose of the Agreement. This chapter reviews the progress made in
compliance with the Agreement and discusses highlights and significant devel-
opments in program implementation.
COMPLIANCE WITH AGREEMENT DATES
The 1978 Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement specified dates or time
intervals by which certain actions should be accomplished. Table 11 lists
those paragraphs in the Agreement which contain time constraints and describes
the progress made toward completion of the activities by Governments.
Progress has been made in meeting the requirements for major programs,
such as industrial and municipal controls. These programs were underway in
compliance with the 1972 Agreement. Programs such as controls on nonpoint
sources and toxic substances were not a part of the 1972 Agreement but are
required by the 1978 Agreement, and while some progress has been made, the
programs are still in the early stages of development at this time.
Two major programs, Annex 2 - Limited Use Zones and Annex 3 - Control of
Phosphorus, were not completed by the dates specified in the Agreement. The
Parties have not submitted annual reports as required byAnnex 2 of the
Agreement.
In an exchange of notes between Canada Department of External Affairs and
the United States Department of State on September 1980, the timetable f0r
completion of confirmation of future phosphorus loads and establishment of
compliance schedules as specified in Annex 3 has been extended one year, until
May 1981.
POlNT SOURCE CONTROL PROGRAMS
The following descriptions of significant developments in point source
control programs are indications of the progress being made to control
pollution from known major sources. The progress reported here represents
accomplishments that resulted from intensive efforts sometimes extending over
many years.
  
RESERVE MINING
On March 16, 1980, Reserve Mining Company halted the dumping of asbestos-
laden ore tailings into Silver Bay, Minnesota, Lake Superior. The Company’s
action in response to a May 26, l977 United States Federal Court Order ended
the dumping of some 67,000 tons daily of tailings into Lake Superior over a
25-year period. The Company was also ordered to stop emitting asbestos fibers
into the atmosphere and to pay more than $1 million in fines and penalties.
Remedial programs include an on—land disposal system to manage both coarse
and fine particles. Construction of a 5.8 square mile basin capable of
holding 823 million tons of tailings has been completed. The $370 million
(estimated) on-land disposal system was put into operation on June 24, 1980.
Tailings will be pumped in a water slurry to the basin with closed-loop re-
cycle of water. The basin will be kept flooded to prevent off—site migration
of asbestos fibers.
Air and water sampling programs in and around Silver Bay
will continue under surveillance of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to
monitor for adverse environmental effects from the new system.
Reserve Mining has also installed electrostatic precipitators at its ore
processing plant in Silver Bay to remove asbestos fibers from the plant's air
emissions. Measures to control the migration of asbestos from a tailings
delta that extends into the lake have been initiated. A rock wall has been
built that will eventually form a subsurface breakwater that will close off
the tailings delta, preventing fibers from migrating any further.
DETROIT
The Detroit Metropolitan Nastewater Treatment Plant is the largest in the
Great Lakes Basin. The wastewaters of over 3 million people have been dis—
charged to the Detroit River with only primary treatment because of construc-
tion delays in the secondary treatment system.
In 1977, a Federal Court action brought by the United States EPA and the
State of Michigan identified the problems with the Detroit wastewater treat-
ment facility.
The result of this action was
a Consent
Judgment which out-
lined the specific deficiencies affecting the adequate operation of the water
pollution control facility.
Specific dates for compliance in each area were
specified in the Consent Judgment.
At the request of the Federal Court, a full-scale evaluation of the
Detroit wastewater treatment plant was conducted from August 1 to October 26,
1979.
The plant was operated as an activated secondary wastewater treatment
system producing an effluent quality in compliance with current effluent
limitations but at a flow substantially lower than average flow and well below
design flow. The limitations which were to take effect on December 31, 1979
were also met with the exception of total suspended solids concentrations and
a minor deviation in oil and grease concentration. This represents the first
time the Detroit wastewater treatment plant was operated as a full-scale
secondary treatmentfacility since its construction in 1940.
 Significant
improvements
in
effluent
quality
have
been
documented.
Total
phosphorus
concentrations
in
Detroit's
effluent
averaged
1.7
mg/L
from
July
1979
to
June
1980.
This
is
a
significant
decrease
when
compared
to
the
effluent
concentration
reported
in
1963
of
11.9
mg/L.
When
expressed
as
a
loading,
this
represents
an
88
percent
decrease
in
the
amount
of
total
phosphorus
discharged
to
the
Detroit
River
since
1963.
The
Detroit
wastewater
treatment
plant
is
not
expected
to
operate
conti~
nuously
as
a
secondary
treatment
facility
until
construction
and
modification
of
secondary
settling
tanks
are
completed
in
June
of
1981.
SYRACUSE
METROPOLITAN
SEWAGE
TREATMENT
PLANT
The
Metropolitan
Syracuse
Sewage
Treatment
Plant,
a major
wastewater
treatment
facility
in
Onondaga
County,
New
York,
serves
a
population
of
344,000.
The
original
facility
was
completed
in
1960
and
secondary
treatment
with
phosphorus
removal
was
completed
in
the
spring
of
197°.
The
secondary
treat-
ment
processes
are
operating
well
with
the
exception
of
phosphorus
removal.
Phosphorus
removal
will
begin
1'n
mid—1980
upon
completion
of
the
facilities
needed
to
transmit
lime
waste
from
the
Allied
Chemical
waste
beds
to
the
plant.
Phase
I
work
of
the
pretreatment
program
will
be
completed
by
Dec.
30,
1980.
LOVE CANALI NEW YORK
The
Love
Canal
is
a
rectangular,
16-acre,
below-ground-level
former
land—
fill
located
in
the
southeast
corner
of
the
City
of
Niagara
Falls,
about
one—
quarter
mile
north
of
the
Niagara
River.
It
was
excavated
as
part
of
a
proposed
canal
in
the
1890's
and
subsequently
used
as
a
dump
site
for
chemical
wastes
by
Hooker
Chemical
Company
and
others
over
a
period
of
20
to
30
years.
Wastes
include
such
chemicals
as
benzene,
toluene,
lindane,
trichloroethylene,
carbon
tetrachloride
and
a
significant
amount
of
trichlorophenol.
Water
infiltration
into
the
Canal
has
caused
material
to
leach
out
of
the
waste
into
surrounding
area
of
primarily
single
family
houses.
Some
migration
has
also
occurred
into
the
storm
sewer
system
in
the
residential
neighborhood
surrounding
the
Canal
and
into
Black
and
Cayuga
creekson
the
northern
end.
The
storm
sewer
system
is
in
two
sections.
The
northern
section
drains
into
Black,
Bergholtz,
and
Cayuga
creeks
and
thence
into
the
Niagara
River.
The
southern
section
drains
directly
into
the
Niagara
River.
Dioxin
(2,3,7,8-
isomer)
has
been
detected
in
a
leachate
sample
taken
from
the
Canal
as
well
as
in
sediments
and
biota
in
Black
and
Bergholtz
creeks
to
the
north
and
sedi-
ments
in
the
storm
sewers
in
the
vicinity
of
the
southern
part
of
the
Canal.
A
leachate
collection
trench
has
been
constructed
during
the
past
two
years
to
completely
ring
the
Canal
and
intercept
outward
migrating
leachate.
The
leachate
collected
is
treated
on-site
by
a
granular-activated
carbon
unit
before
discharge
into
the
City
of
Niagara
Falls
sanitary
sewer
system.
The
treatment
unit
operates
3
days
a
week
and
treats
about
20,000
gallons
per
day.
The
top
of
the
landfill
has
been
capped
with
clayto
reduce
water
infiltration.
l0
 New York State is seeking funds under Section 311 of the Clean Water Act
for cleanup of contaminated material that has escaped from the Canal and now
lies attached to sediment in the stormwater sewer system both in the northern
and southern sections of the Canal as well as in Black and Bergholtz creeks to
the north. This material is outside the leachate collection trench and hence
is capable of further migration.
EPA has begun a comprehensive air, soil and groundwater monitoring program
in the Love Canal area.
CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK
The City of Niagara Falls STP was first started in April 1977. The carbon
beds were used on a limited basis beginning in January 1978, stopped in March
1978, and began again in April 1978. In early summer 1978, structural
failures were discovered. The plant experienced a rupture of several carbon
bed bottoms and after removing the carbon, extensive corrosion and damage to
the precast filter bottoms and gullet wall projections was discovered. The
operation of the carbon filter beds was suspended and the plant has been
providing only primary treatment since that time. This treatment level is not
adequate for the industrial and municipal wastes being discharged to the
Niagara River from this plant.
A project was approved by the United States EPA on April 24, 1980 for
remedial work on the carbon beds which required the City to hire an
independent consultant to conduct a review of its 48 MGD wastewater treatment
system. The study is expected to be underway in September 1980 and completed
in 28 weeks.
STELCO HILTON WORKS, HAMILTON, ONTARIO
Since 1970, the company has undertaken the following major projects to
reduce water discharge loadings. By-product plant wastewaters, together with
sanitary wastes, were diverted to the Hamilton Sewage Treatment Plant to
reduce BODS, ammonia, phenols and to eliminate bacteriological contam-
ination. Additional thickeners at the blast furnace were installed and later
modified with recycle systems to reduce cyanide and suspended solids. A major
filtration plant has been installed in two phases to reduce suspended solids
and iron discharges. Other control facilities consist of the construction of
a waste oil treatment plant for all discharges or ion exchange plant for
chrome discharges and an acid regeneration plant. The Ontario Ministry of the
Environment expects to publish its assessment of the effectiveness of these
controls in 1981.
DOFASCOz HAMILTON, ONTARIO
During the period 1970—1980, reduction of wastewater pollution to the
harbour from Dofasco has been achieved by the following projects. Ammonia
stripping sewers and a biological treatment plant were constructed to remove
ammonia and phenols from by-product wastewaters. Suspended solids were
reduced from blast furnaces by construction of a new thickener system. A new
thickener system was also installed to improve suspended solids removal from
the melt shop gas washwater. A filtration plant was installed to treat hot
mill wastewaters to reduce suspended solids and iron. Other facilities
include an acid regeneration plant, oil treatment plant and ion exchange plant.
ll
 STELCO — LAKE ERIE DEVELOPMENT
At S
telc
o's
new
Lake
Erie
Deve
lopm
ent,
90%
of t
he w
ater
used
is r
ecir
cu—
lated
. T
he b
lowd
own
from
the
vari
ous
reci
rcul
atin
g sy
stem
s in
the
mill
, su
ch
as blast furnaces and steelmaking facilities, is treated by the alkaline
breakpoint chlorination method of chemical oxidation (blowdown treatment
plan
t).
When
the
coke
oven
s a
re p
lace
d in
oper
atio
n,
wast
ewat
ers
will
be
pre-treated in a biological treatment plant before discharge to the blowdown
trea
tmen
t pl
ant.
The
effl
uent
from
the
blow
down
trea
tmen
t pl
ant
is h
eld
in a
lagoon prior to discharge to Lake Erie. Stormwater is separated and sent to
settling ponds before discharge. These programs are expected to comply with
Water Quality Agreement Objectives and Ontario requirements.
ALGOMA STEEL CORPORATION, SAULT STE. MARIE, ONTARIO
The major pollution abatement achievement at Algoma Steel over the past
ten years has been the construction of the “coke ovens by-products" plant as a
result of which the following reductions in loadings have occurred:
FROM IQ
Phenols 2000 ppb 400 ppb
NH; 33 ppm 1] ppm
H25 12 ppm 3 ppm
HCN 7 ppm 2 ppm
The Ministry of the Environment is currently negotiating a new Control
Order for further abatement of pollutants.
SCA CHEMICAL WASTE SERVICES, INC.
 
SCA Chemical Waste Services, Inc. operates an industrial waste management
facility at Model City in the towns of Porter and Lewiston, Niagara County,
New York.
The Company requested modification of an existing New York State discharge
permit to increase the discharge from a maximum of .1 M60 to a maximum of 2
M60 and changes in discharge parameters and monitoring requirements for dis-
charge to the Niagara River and Six Mile Swale (tributary to Lake Ontario).
They also requested a permit for construction of an outfall for discharge of
treated effluent to the Niagara River and approval of plans for a pipeline
from Model City to the Niagara River.
It was determined that an adjudicatory hearing would be held in two
phases, the first phase concentrating on the permit modifications and the
discharge to Niagara River because of the known accumulation of 86,000,000
gallons of treated effluent and the long term need for discharge of treated
leachate from existing landfill facilities. The second phase would review all
remaining matters.
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSOEC)
determined that the project may have adverse environmental effects attribut-
able to improper treatment or storage of hazardous industrial waste. The
12
   
Draft Environmental Impact Statement concluded, however, that all significant
adverse inpacts on the environment could be satisfactorily controlled. The
NYSDEC also determined that the discharge modifications would not have a
significant effect on the environment.
Phase I hearings began June 25, 1979 and included testimony from NYSOEC
and the company. A substantial part of the hearing focussed on the proposed
discharge into a portion of the Niagara River known as Peggy's Eddy, about 3
miles from Lake Ontario.
The objectors included the Town of Porter, Operation Clean and many
individual citizens from both the United States and Canada.
Interest in the
hearing was high with 50 to 100 persons attending each session.
In February 1980, the State of New York issued a permit along with
approval to construct a pipeline. Several lawsuits from the Town of Porter
followed. The town also refused to issue a permit for the SCA to excavate.
The Company then sued the town for issuance of the permit. The United States
Corps of Engineers recently issued a permit to construct the outfall structure
in the Niagara River.
This permit takes effect only after all local permits
are issued.
SCA Chemical Waste Services, Inc. has purchased pipeline materials and
some vandalism has occurred. Citizens are disrupting construction by their
physical presence. The NYSDEC estimates that it will take at least one year
to resolve the various lawsuits.
HOOKER CHEMICALS AND PLASTICS
The Hooker Chemical and Plastics Company owns and operates a chemical
manufacturing facility in the City of Niagara Falls, New York, located along
the Niagara River. The Company is authorized by an SPDES permit to discharge
treated process wastewater and cooling water through five outfalls to the
Niagara River.
These outfalls also contain some storm drainage from the plant
site. Monitoring reports indicate a total daily average flowrate from all
five outfalls of 30 to 50 million gallons per day (MED).
Under the terms of its permit, Hooker is required to monitor its effluents
monthly for nineteen specific organic chemicals. Hooker is also required to
monitor its effluents for the pesticide “mirex”, twice per year.
A two-day
monitoring program for PCBs and trichlorotoluene was also required by the
permit.
The State of New York determined that the discharge proposed would not
cause a violation of present water quality standards for the Niagara River or
endanger public water supplies.
As required by its permit which will expire on March 31, 1981, Hooker has
completed a study, identifying the sources of potentially toxic pollutants,
contained in the discharge and is required to submit an engineering report on
the major sources, including contaminated groundwaters at the plant site.
This report is to recommended a plan of remedial action. These studies will
    
serve as one basis for identifying "Best Available Technology Economically
Achievable (BAT)". The renewal permit will require that BAT effluent
limitations for toxic pollutants be achieved not later than July 1, 1984, as
mandated by the Clean Water Act.
ST. CLAIR RIVER
A water quality study was recently completed by theOntario Ministry of
the Environment conparing 1977 water quality information with similar informa-
tion obtained in 1968. Significant improvements in river quality have occurred
between the two studies.
They are attributed to upgrading of existing treat—
ment systems and the building of new facilities in the Sarnia— Lambton area.
Further improvements in water quality are expected.
In the late 60's and early 70's, control of oil and suspended solids was
accomplished by separation of waste streams and the installation of dual-media
filtration systems.
Attention was then directed to the reduction of dissolved organic
material.
Five biological oxidation units have been completed, resulting in a
substantial reduction in total organic carbon, phenols and 800; the sixth is
scheduled for completion in 1982. Granular activated carbon removes other
organic materials to overcome problems of fish toxicity in the St. Clair
River.
Accidental discharges of contaminants are minimized by construction of
contingency ponds in the effluent system and the addition of special loading
equipment on the docks.
Advanced analytical equipment capable of measuring in the parts per
trillion range is used in both the waste and process systems to improve waste
discharge control and reduce the number of process upsets.
l4
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 TABLE 5
REPORTED MUNICIPAL PHOSPHORUS LOADS IN THE LOWER LAKES BASIN1
(Ki1ogramS/Day)
PHOSPHORUS LOADINGS
 
1972 LOA
LAKE BASIN LOAD AT LOAD OVER
ESTIMATE 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1mg/L2 1rnq/L3
ONTARIO“
United States
13,000
5,000 4,210
6,149
4,297
3,965
1,906
2,059
Canada 14,000 6,780 3,620 3,130 2,935 3,315 2,558 757
ERIE
United States 38,000 21,180 17,880 17,827 15,380 11,294 6,302 4.902
Canada 3,800 600 690 686 607 585 641 -
         
‘Phosphorus 1oadings for 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978 and 1979 as reported for
sewage treatment p1ants over 3,800 ma/d (1 M00).
2Target 1oading with a11 municipa1ities at 1.0 mg/L "P" based on 1979 f1ow.
’Excess - loading for 1979 minus calcu1ated 1oad1ng if eff1uent concentration
were 1 mg/L.
“Inc1uding St. Lawrence River.
NOTE:
Loadings ref1ect the number of p1ants reporting each year.
year—to-year comparisons are not advisab1e.
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TABLE 6
MUNICIPAL
PLANTS
IN
THE
LOWER
LAKES
OVER
38,000
m3/d
(10
MGD),
1979
FLOW
REPORTED
LOAD
AT
AVERAGE
ANNUAL
MUNICIPAL
PLANTS
PHOSPHORUS
LOADS
1
mg/L
EFFLUENT
PHOSPHORUS
(kg/d)
(kg/d)
CONCENTRATION
1979
1979
1979
LAKE ONTARIO
United States:
Buffan
1,741
645
2.7
Syracuse
569
196
2.9
Rochester
Frank
Van
Lare
568
‘
568
1.0
Gates-ChiTi-ngen
55
36
1.5
Northwest
Quadrant
44
44
1.0
Niagara
FaTTs
530
227
2.4
Tonawanda
S.D.#2
48
84
0.6
Auburn
—
i
-
—
Lockport
25
g
0.5
0.5
Canada:
9
Toronto
1
Main
633
i
763
0.8
Humber
383
J
383
l
1.0
HighTand
Creek
116
i
138
0.8
North
Toronto
36
l
40
0.9
Hamilton
803
251
3.2
Lakeview~Mississauga
221
170
1.3
Kingston
55
I
57
1.0
BurTington
Skyway
74
'
78
1.0
CornwaIT
121
49
2.5
Peterborough
73
49
1.5
Oshawa
121
55
2.2
BeHeviHe
21
30
0.7
Niagara
FaITS
44
44
1.0
   
* Estimated.
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Table 6 — cont'd
 
REPORTED LOAD AT AVERAGE ANNUAL
MUNICIPAL PLANTS PHOSPHORUS LOADS 1 mg/L EFFLUENT PHOSPHORUS
(kg/d) (kg/d) CONCENTRATION
1979 1979 1979
LAKE ERIE
United States:
Detroit 4,206 2,461 1.7
Nyandotte 294 256 1.2
Warren 82 101 0.8
Pontiac 11 62 0.2
Ann Arbor 39 66 0.5
Port Huron 42 42 1.0
Monroe 13 46 0.3
CTeveTand
Easterly 271 475 0.6
SoutherTy 1,064 376 2.8
Westerly 673 145 4.6
Toledo 317 352 0.9
Akron 639 340 1.9
Euch’d 525 110 4.8
Lima 66 81 0.8
Lorain 158 62 2.6
L akewood 28 42 O. 7
Sandusky 84 42 2-0
Erie 360 237 1.5
Fort Wayne 63 132 0.5
Canada:
Windsor WesterTy 90 97 0.9
London Greenway 101 107 0.9
Kitchener 43 61 0.7
Guelph 9 9 1.0
Brantford 33 40 0.8
Sarnia 53 41 1.3
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TABLE 7
MAJOR
MUNIC
IPAL
POINT
SOURC
ES IN
THE L
OWER
LAKES
BASIN
EXCEEDING
THE 1 MG/
L PHOSPHO
RUS TARGE
T
FACILITY JUR
ISD
ICT
ION
BAS
IN
FLOW
(lOama/d)
LOAD
OVER
1 mg/L
COMPLIANC
E
(kg/d
)
DATE
p LOAD
(kg/d)
P conc.
(mg/L)
 
Detro
it ST
P
Buff
alo
S.A.
STP
CTeveTand
SoutherTy
STP
Ham
iit
on
STP
C1eve1and
HesterIy
STP
Eucli
d STP
Medina Co
unty STP
200
Syr
acu
se
Met
ro
STP
Niag
ara
FaIT
s ST
P
Ak
ro
n
ST
P
 
Michigan
New York
Ohio
Ont
ari
o
Ohio
Oh
io
Oh
io
New
York
New
York
Ohio
 
Erie
On
ta
ri
o
Er
ie
Ontario
Erie
Er
ie
Erie
On
ta
ri
o
Ontario
Er
ie
 
2,488
6
4
4
375
251
145
110
5
7
193
220
339
 
4,281
1.7
1,792
1981
1,741
2.7
1,096
1982
1,063
2.8
687
1984
603
3.2
552
1980
672
4.6
527
1982
524
4.8
414
1986
470
7.9
410 T
o be aban
doned
569
3.0
376
1981
530
2.4
309
1982
638
1.9
298
1985
    
 
 
 TABLE 8
MUNICIPAL PLANTS IN THE UPPER LAKES OVER 38,000 m3/d (10 M60), 1979 FLOW
   
REPORTED LOAD AT AVERAGE ANNUAL
MUNICIPAL PLANTS PHOSPHORUS LOADS 1 mg/L EFFLUENT PHOSPHORUS
(kg/d) (kg/d) CONCENTRATION
1979 1979 1979
_LAKE SUPERIOR
United States:
West Lake Superior 5.0. 77 128.7 0.6
Canada:
Thunder Bay STP 320 85.9 3.7
LAKE rﬂCHIGAN
United States:
East Chicago STP 82 61.4 1.3
Gary STP 242 162.9 1.5
Hamond STP 109 143.9 0.8
South Bend STP 43 159.6 0.3
Mishawaka STP 11 42 0.3
EIkhart STP 38 56.2 0.7
BattIe Creek STP 81 46.6 1.8
East Lansing STP 31 38.2 0.8
Jackson STP 39 51.1 0.8
Kalamazoo STP 281 128.2 2.2
Wyoming STP 160 50.0 3.2
Grand Rapids STP 561 198.0 2.9
AppTeton STP 5.6 59.5 0.9
Mi1waukee Jones Island 206 515 0.4
Milwaukee South Shore 219 317.4 0.7
Racine STP 92 99.7 0.9
Sheboygan STP 112 38.1 2.9
Neenah-Menasha 23 38.2 0.6
Kenosha STP 64 74.7 0.9
Muskegon I e 8.3 121.6 0.06
LAKE HURON
United States:
Bay City STP 17 42.5 0.4
FIint STP , 173 75.2 2.3
SauIt Ste. Marie STP 30 13.6 2.3
Canada:
SauIt Ste. Marie STP 152 54.1 2.8
Sudbury STP 93 54.9 1.7
*Estimated.
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 TABLE 11
COM
PLE
TIO
N D
ATE
S I
N T
HE
197
8 G
REA
T L
AKE
S W
ATE
R Q
UAL
ITY
AGR
EEM
ENT
ARTICLE 0R ANNEX
 
ARTICLE IV - SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
Section 1 {e}
The
Par
tie
s r
eco
gni
ze
tha
t i
n c
ert
ain
are
as
of
insh
ore
wat
ers
natu
ral
phe
nom
ena
exi
st
whic
h,
des
pit
e t
he
bes
t e
ffo
rts
of
the
Par
tie
s,
will
pre
ven
t t
he
ach
iev
eme
nt
of
som
e o
f t
he
Spe
cif
ic
Obj
ect
ive
s.
As
ear
ly
as p
ossi
ble,
thes
e a
reas
shou
ld b
e i
dent
ifie
d e
xpli
citl
y by
the
appr
o-
pri
ate
jur
isd
ict
ion
s a
nd
rep
ort
ed
to
the
Int
ern
ati
ona
l J
oin
t C
omm
iss
ion
.
ARTICLE VI - PROGRAMS AND OTHER MEASURES
Section 1 la!
Poll
utio
n fr
om M
unic
ipal
Sour
ces.
Prog
rams
for
the
abat
emen
t,
cont
rol
and
prev
enti
on
of m
unic
ipal
disc
harg
es
and
urba
n dr
aina
ge
into
the
Grea
t
Lake
s S
yste
m.
Thes
e p
rogr
ams
shal
l b
e co
mple
ted
and
in o
pera
tion
as s
oon
as p
ract
icab
le,
and
1'n t
he c
ase
of m
unic
ipal
sewa
ge t
reat
ment
faci
liti
es
no later than December 31, 1982.
Section 1 (b!
Pollution from Industrial Sources. Programs for the abatement, control
and
pre
ven
tio
n o
f p
oll
uti
on
fro
m i
ndu
str
ial
sou
rce
s e
nte
rin
g t
he
Gre
at
Lake
s S
yste
m.
Thes
e pr
ogra
ms s
hall
be c
ompl
eted
and
in o
pera
tion
as
soo
n a
s p
rac
tic
abl
e a
nd
in
any
cas
e n
o l
ate
r t
han
Dec
emb
er
31,
198
3:
Section 1 (c)
Inventory of Pollution AbatementRequirements. Preparation of an
inv
ent
ory
of
pol
lut
ion
aba
tem
ent
req
uir
eme
nts
for
all
mun
ici
pal
and
indu
stri
al f
acil
itie
s d
isch
argi
ng
into
the
Grea
t La
kes
Syst
em
in o
rder
to
gau
ge
pro
gre
ss
tow
ard
the
ear
lie
st
pra
cti
cab
le
com
ple
tio
n a
nd
operation of the programs listed in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) above.
Thi
s i
nven
tor
y,
pre
par
ed
and
rev
ise
d a
nnu
all
y,
shal
l i
ncl
ude
com
pli
anc
e
sch
edu
les
and
sta
tus
of c
omp
lia
nce
wit
h m
oni
tor
ing
and
eff
lue
nt
res
tri
cti
ons
, a
nd
shal
l b
e m
ade
ava
ila
ble
to
the
Int
ern
ati
ona
l J
oint
Com
mis
sio
n a
nd
to
the
publ
ic.
In t
he
init
ial
pre
par
ati
on
of
this
inve
ntor
y,
prio
rity
shal
l be
give
n t
o th
e pr
oble
m ar
eas
prev
ious
ly
identified by the Water Quality Board.
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 PR
OG
RE
SS
TO
HA
RD
ME
ET
IN
G
CO
MP
LE
TI
ON
DA
TE
S
SPECIFIED IN 1978 AGREEMENT
Th
er
e
ha
ve
be
en
no
ar
ea
s
in
th
is
ca
te
go
ry
re
po
rt
ed
to
th
e
IJ
C.
Pro
gra
ms
are
und
er
way
in
bot
h
U.S
.
and
Can
ada
to
con
tro
l
mu
ni
ci
pa
l
and
in
du
st
ri
al
po
in
t
so
ur
ce
s.
The
Par
tie
s
hav
e
not
pre
par
ed
inv
ent
ori
es
for
sub
mis
sio
n
to the International Joint Commission.
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 Table 11 — cont'd.
ARTICLE 0R ANNEX
 
 
ARTICLE VII — POWERS, RESPONSIBILITIES AND FUNCTIONS OF THE
INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION
Section 3
The
Commission
shall
make a full
report to
the
Parties
and to
the
State
and Provincial
Governments no less frequently than biennially concerning
progress
toward
the
achievement
of
the General
and
Specific Objectives
including,
as appropriate, matters
related to Annexes to this Agreement.
This
report
shall
include
an assessment
of
the
effectiveness
of
the
programs and other measures undertaken pursuant to this Agreement, and
advice
and recannendations.
In alternate years
the Cannission may
at
any time make
special reports
to the Parties, to
the State and Provincial
Governments
and to the public concerning
any problem of water quality
in
the Great Lakes System.
ANNEX 2 — LIMITED USE ZONES
Section 1
The
Parties,
in
consultation
with
the State
and
Provincial
Governments,
shall take measures to define
and describe all
existing and future
limited
use
zones,
and
shall prepare
an
annual
report on
these measures.
Section 2
Limited
use
zones
within
the
boundary
waters
of
the
Great
Lakes
System
shall
be
designated
for
industrial
discharges,
and
for
municipal
discharges
in
excess
of
1
million
gallons
per
day
before
January
1,
1980.
ANNEX 3 - CONTROL OF PHOSPHORUS
Section 3
The
Parties,
in
cooperation
with
the
State
and
Provincial
Governments,
shall
within
eighteen
months
after
the
date
of
entry
into
force
of
this
Agreement
confirm the
future
phosphorus
loads,
and based
on
these
establish
load
allocations
and compliance
schedules,
taking
into account
the
recmnnendations
of
the
International
Joint Commission
arising from
the
Pollution from Land Use Activities
Reference.
Until
such
loading
allocations and compliance schedules
are established,
the Parties
agree
to maintain the programs and other measures specified in Annex 2 of the
Great Lakes Hater Quality Agreement of 1972.
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 PROGRESS TOWARD MEETING COMPLETION DATES
SPECIFIED IN 1978 AGREEMENT
The Water Quality Board and the Science Advisory Board are
preparing reports to the IJC which may be used as supporting
and advisory information for both biennial and alternate
year reports to the Governments.
The Parties have not submitted information on Limited Use
Zones.
Consultations have beeninitiated between the Governments but
have not yet been completed. The Phosphorus Management
Strategies Task Force completed a report on phosphorus
loadings and control in July 1980 which will be used as
reference information in the allocation procedures.
In September 1980, the Parties extended the timetable for their
confirmation of loadings and schedules for the upper and lower
lakes until May 1981.
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ARTICLE OR ANNEX
ANNEX 6 — REVIEW OF POLLUTION FROM SHIPPING SOURCES
Section 2
Consultation. Representatives of the Canadian Coast Guard and the United
Stat
es C
oast
Guar
d, a
nd o
ther
inte
rest
ed a
genc
ies,
shall
meet
at l
east
,
annually to consider this Annex. A report of this annual consultation
shal
l be
furn
ishe
d to
the
Inte
rnat
iona
l J
oint
Conm
issi
on p
rior
to i
ts
annual meeting on Great Lakes water quality.
ANNEX 7 — DREDGING
Section 1 a)
Review the existing practices in both countries relating to dredging acti-
viti
es,
as w
ell
as t
he p
revi
ous
work
done
by t
he
Inte
rnat
iona
l W
orki
ng
Group on Dredging, with the objective of developing, within one year of
the
date
of e
ntry
into
forc
e o
f th
is
Agre
emen
t, c
ompa
tibl
e g
uide
line
s an
d
criteria for dredging activities in the boundary waters of the Great Lakes
System.
 
ANNEX 8 - DISCHARGES FROM ONSHORE AND OFFSHORE FACILITIES
Section 4 {a}
Each
Par
ty
shal
l s
ubm
it
a r
epo
rt
to t
he
Int
ern
ati
ona
l J
oin
t C
unn
iss
ion
outl
inin
g i
ts p
rogr
ams
and
meas
ures
, e
xist
ing
or p
ropo
sed,
for
the
imp
lem
ent
ati
on
of
this
Ann
ex
wit
hin
six
mon
ths
of
the
dat
e o
f e
ntr
y i
nto
force of this Agreement.
ANNEX 12 — PERSISTENT TOXIC SUBSTANCES
Section 3
Pro
gra
ms.
The
Par
tie
s,
in c
oop
era
tio
n w
ith
the
Sta
te
and
Pro
vin
cia
l
Gov
ern
men
ts,
shal
l d
eve
lop
and
adop
t t
he
fol
low
ing
pro
gra
ms
and
mea
sur
es
‘
for the elimination of discharges of persistent toxic substances:
Section 3 (al
Iden
tifi
cati
on
of r
aw m
ater
ials
, pr
oces
ses,
prod
ucts
, b
y-pr
oduc
ts,
wast
e
'
sou
rce
s a
nd
emi
ssi
ons
inv
olv
ing
per
sis
ten
t t
oxi
c s
ubs
tan
ces
, a
nd
qua
n-
titative data on the substances, together with recannendations on
han
dli
ng,
use
and
dis
pos
iti
on.
Eve
ry
eff
ort
shal
l b
e m
ade
to
com
ple
te
this inventory by January2 1982.
Section 3 gc)
Joi
nt
pro
gra
ms
for
dis
pos
al
of
haz
ard
ous
mat
eri
als
to
ens
ure
tha
t t
hes
e
mat
eri
als
such
as p
est
ici
des
, c
ont
ami
nat
ed
pet
rol
eum
pro
duc
ts,
con
tam
—
inated sludge and dredge spoils and industrial wastes are properly
tra
nsp
ort
ed
and
dis
pos
ed
of.
Eve
ry
eff
ort
shal
l b
e m
ade
to
imp
lem
ent
thes
e p
rogr
ams
by 1
980.
-——
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 PROGRESS TOWARD MEETING COMPLETION DATES
SPECIFIED IN 1978 AGREEMENT
The Canadian and U.S. Coast Guards and other interested
agencies met in July 1979 and July 1980. Reports of each
meeting were forwarded to the IJC.
The Dredging Subcmnmittee, established in December 1978,
completed its report on criteria and guidelines in Nov. 1979
which was forwarded to the IJC by the Water Quaiity Board.
The Subcommittee is currently preparing a register of major
dredging projects in the Great Lakes.
To date, there has been no specific report to IJC from the
Parties on programs for implementation of this Annex.
CurrentTy, both U.S. and Canada are preparing reports on
this Annex.
The programs under Annex 12 are under development.
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